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PITP #3

“Let's Talk Turkey”


There is a veritable bounty of strategies in chapters 6 and 7 that I am trying to weave into my daily lessons.  First and foremost, especially seeing that I am from Jersey City NJ, I find it difficult at times to SLOW DOWN!  Also, I am particularly horrible at avoiding the expression “any questions?”  At least now I wince after every time I say it, so I see that as a step in the right direction.  Also, I do move from table to table asking the groups of 4 if they have any questions in the hope that this may give them a more private format in which to check for comprehension.  From time to time, I find myself using the odd idiom.  The good news is that I do use a lot of hand gestures, visuals, and graphics.  I draw lots of diagrams on the board and we watch a good quantity of short video clips.  I also post a 'DO NOW' on the board to ensure that the students come in and get right to work; they know what is expected of them.  Also, on the sage advice of my director, I have been incorporating reviews throughout my lesson.  This technique serves to unify and reinforce certain concepts.  It can also act as a check in for comprehension.  And, from a classroom management perspective, it keeps the students focused and in their seats as opposed to huddled around the door waiting to be dismissed, hence ending the day on a calmer, more meditative, note.

