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I interviewed two ninth grade girls for my student interview assignment.  They sat next to each other and took turns answering each question.  They both were very open to participating.  Two themes presented themselves that I found very interesting.  Firstly, both girls spoke Spanish at home with their parents and families.  Both girls commented on how, back in their old schools, their mothers were  very active in school activities and the PTA, etc.  They attended these events with other “Mexican ladies.”  Now, neither maternal parent is active with respect to High Tech High citing 'language barriers' as a major factor.  Secondly, both girls felt like they were not being challenged enough in their classes.  They liked the projects but felt like they could be pushed to learn more.  One girl said that in her other school they would use a textbook and would cover many chapters and much more material.  ( I tried to gingerly explain the concept of breadth vs. depth but they were not easily swayed, it was as if they just weren't sold on the PBL concept just yet).
I learned quite a bit from these interviews.  The girls feel very isolated in a predominantly white school, and so do their parents.  They feel well connected to their teachers but have serious doubts about the project based learning format.  
Other teachers should know how these students feel isolated and disconnected.  Then they can take steps to correct these patterns.  Teachers may be able to reach out to their parents and invite them to participate in meetings etc, and make sure Spanish translations are available, etc.  Furthermore, maybe teachers need to do a better job in helping the students understand our system.  Maybe we should explain 'why' we do things and this may lessen their confusion and doubts about PBL.
I would like to talk to these same girls in a year or so and ask them the same set of questions to see if their mindset has been altered; to see if they have embraced PBL or if they are still resistant to it.
