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I am in the middle of a moderately fantastic project that has both positive and negative aspects! That disclaimer being made, and with presentations this Friday, I am curious to see how it will all unfold. 

The students are working together in groups of 4, with one or two groups of five. I was originally opposed to having groups of five but I had no solid evidence for this opposition, just a hunch. So I am letting the groups finish their project and do an evaluation at the end of the project. But I must admit that the larger groups are not working as well as the smaller groups, more room for non-participation. With this being my first project I am not trying to jump to any conclusions or rely on preconceived notions of what may or may not work. It has admittedly been difficult at times for me to stay quiet and let the students work things out as they progress.

Structure wise, I required a bibliography component for a famous physicist that the group picked. The second required component was a tape-art portrait of said physicist. The third and fourth components of the project were chosen by the students- trying to incorporate student voice/choice into the project. Each group was given a chart to fill out delineating their individual roles and specific goals for each of their components. Students chose power point, movie, puppet show, poster, etc. I also assigned a group leader for each group to check in with me and to motivate the other members.

The main problems encountered so far are: 1) the biography took relatively little time with respect to the tape art, 2) the student voice/choice components seem to be of secondary importance to the groups, 3) Many students seem to be ‘off task’, 4) Some students are not working well together.

The bright side is that the tape art projects are incredible. Some groups are exhibiting great teamwork and are incredibly focused. They are making some absolutely beautiful work which I can not wait to exhibit.

After the presentations on Friday I plan on following up this project with a series of critiques. I want the students to critique themselves, their group, and the project. I have some definitive ideas on how to make this project better but I anticipate that the students will have some positive feedback as well.
