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The very first day of class went quite well.  My teaching partner and I are both new hires at HTH and we both feel stoked on how it all unfolded.  We stole the paper tower building exercise from the previous methods class and combined it with a think/pair/share element that was also stolen from Zoltan's exercise on 'what students need to learn.'  


Therefore, the students had a hands on project that resulted in a collection of thoughts on: what the student needs from their teacher, from themselves, and from their peers.  We have saved these lists and will revisit them throughout the week and add to them after completing other projects and exercises.  At weeks' end we will mold them together to make a set of classroom norms. 


 We plan on working as a large physics/humanities group in the afternoons and working separately in the mornings.  During the morning periods I started to develop seating policies, bathroom policies, and worked on ways to get the students' attention- clapping+ raise your hand if you can hear me.  We also did some ice breakers, and some think/pair/share exercises about the qualities of good and bad students/teachers.  Hopefully, it made them think about what type of student they are and what type of student they aspire to be.  


We also met previously with our special education specialist and academic coach to discuss a couple of cases.   They both visited during the day.


My greatest struggle will be coming up with creative ways to effectively meld physics with humanities in a PBL manner and on a daily basis- to fill the two hours with a variety of pertinent interesting activities.  Another fear I harbor is having students disinterested in a certain project and not maximizing their potential in the classroom.  I want to provide clear expectations and have a good structural foundation for our projects so that students know what they are doing and where they want their projects to go.


Students were definitively able to contribute to the discussions, they wrote their ideas on 3 separate boards from which we will select the gems that will shape their class norms.  


I learned a lot about the students by observing them working in groups under a variety of criteria.  I also learned from observing my partners class, during my prep, when they performed some ice breakers, etc.  


All in all, it went great.  Then, around 8pm, I started to wonder about what the heck to teach tomorrow!  Now it is 1 am, I just took a shower and ate a kit kat bar and then penned  this epistle!

